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reservoirs holding the dyes, we applied a vacuum of 15 kPa (total volume=10 ml and syringe
displacement=2 ml) at the device outlet, which generated equal flow rates for both dyes since the
hydrodynamic resistances of the device two branches were the same due to device symmetry.27
Applying vacuum to induce the required flow has the advantage of using one pump to deliver
different reagents instead of dedicating one pump for each reagent.

C. Droplet generation

Multiphase flow in microchannels offers a new set of advantages besides those seen in single
phase flow, such as faster mixing, enhanced heat and mass transfer, and reduced dispersion.28
Additionally, droplet generation in microfluidic devices has been used for single cell analysis,“’29
electrophoretic separation,30 and DNA analysis.31 To further demonstrate the capabilities of the
pump, we used it to generate water droplets in a continuous phase of silicone oil through hydro-
dynamic focusing of a stream of water in a cross-shaped microchannel [Fig. 3(d)]. Droplet size in
our experiments was easily controlled by changing the pressure applied on (and hence the flow
rate of) the oil phase as seen in panels ii and iii of Fig. 3(d). Using the same hydrodynamic
focusing device, we were able to focus a stream of a miscible dye (supplementary material, Fig.
$2),” which is useful in various microfluidic applications such as selective delivery of small
molecules into biological cells® and low-voltage electroporation of cells.*

IV. CONCLUSION

The pressure-driven pumping system presented in this paper does not require electrical power.
It costs less than $50 without a pressure sensor or $150 with a pressure sensor and can be built
within a few minutes from off-the-shelf components. The pump is capable of accurately generat-
ing a wide range of positive and negative pressures with high resolutions for microfluidic appli-
cations. The use of constant pressures to generate flows in microfluidic devices, instead of dis-
placement pumps (e.g., syringe pumps), has the advantages of zero dead volumes, smooth
continuous flow rates, and being compatible with pressure-sensitive applications such as micropi-
pet aspiration and mechanical stimulation of cells. The capacity of the pump was demonstrated by
performing micropipet aspiration of osteoblasts to determine their Young’s modulus values, real-
izing a concentration gradient, and generating microdroplets of water in a continuous oil phase.
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